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To lc iurrud! And iu ti:e n.mai!
Hie lay of lil.t wua a bliriiu. t'inia
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1 was literally .;in:xl. 1

dropped into a chair with a Jurup in
Uiy thnat
"'r, riy Ivy, I'm to le marn 1 in t!;

ta rniLi;. Ytu know I'd hate tohiju
t fore, but Let find 1 only lixed ityiier-uy- .

tiie anai.td it ail m the U irn aa
we. caiin) nlon; tiid, for rea ns you
baow ro well, we mud 1k quick; I'm
June for if the old party tuj-:ta- . Ur:t
It'i all fixed you're to help me."

"1 ht!p jr,u-- "
1 Ka-'l- faintly.

"Certainly. WhoeW? You mat come
wit U us; you mmt K b s t man; wi
most ' itli ns to Uncle Idjb and b lp
lk-- t explain all about tho"

"Lieut. Jone-- ' T ro.-- and btoo--

(.t attention aa Tola's tres i jH-n- l vt-r-

wide "Lieut. Jone. I haveiocriticif".:m
to make on your couMn't course. If the
desires to"

"Icin! the deril! Why, man, he
planned the whole tiling anaurl thy
Christmas frolic, fcugefcled all the d-t- iili

of the elopement, aiivl fchy i'jHx:ially
inrifted you khoul l aid UAn

"She did!'"
"Ye?; tha said j-- were to fond of us

both you'd 1)5 Rlad to do it."
Oh, the cruel irl! tho hardened, in-

grained flirt! ThLi was why the had led
mo on then. Tom kept on, peakin;;
rapidly, but with no sense to me in the
bound till I caught:

"So you tec, my dear boy, it was he
oriifinated the i.fTair; fche planned every
detail, not I."

"Stop Kir!" I cried, hoarsely ray face

vtt have been purple; it ftlblack
"y)u have a right run away, p.'rhaps

to fctoop to anything y(U please the
lady ia to bo your wife. Hut, by heaven!
you have no right to comprocciso your
cousin by saying these thinga."

"There's something in that," Tom mut-
tered, thoughtfully; "I mu-n- 't let IWs
namo get out, of course. I only told you,
yon know.1 I gave a grunt that was
meant for Fcaldiag sarcasm. "Het will
tell you all about it herself."

"Oh, sho will," I panted.
"To be suro. She told me she couH

mako it ull ri,ht with you. That's what
we were talking aVjut when you drove
over tha cad today."

Oh, tho cold blooied, heartless co-

quette! To deliberately plan a torment
for mo thus! And he, my old school-
mate, my bojom friend! If tho soft
answer that turneth away wrath had
lecn a de.vdly weapon 1 should have
u-- d it then. Rut it wasn't, so I n. no
word, only stroda about the room, luos-ii-in-

my neckcloth by fierce and sntUt n
tug?.

Tom, lying flat on his back and puffing
little wreaths into th air, eyed me with
some wonderment. At hist hi said
cheerily:

"Well, old boy, don't Lake on six It's
as suddt n for mo as it is for you, and a
deuced sitfht more jrious to boot. So
I'll count on you of course iu th mom-ine.- "

"Count on m. I tell yon I'll harp
nothing to do with it. Youruurle Hlythe
would never"

"Ixicorn! I fay, H.'t vill maV-- it all
right with Undo H b. I v?rily hdicve
ht'd l:av. h dp'.-- us if we had dared to
trr.4 our hecret."

"IMpMyon! Mr. B!-t- h not rbjvt!
And still you are mad enough tori-- k

the tongu gosip s;:l the nam
of tho woman yon love! You plan tlds
mad ejvle far away from hi? ro. .f

when he miht havo co:iwnt-d- "

"To what?" Tomsit b.lt t:rmbt on
the I'M, resting on his liand:-- . behind
lim. A stran', fitful contrari: n swr-p-

cvr his fa', followe-- 1 Vy a vry grin of
agony. I w;v in"rci.

"To your union with his daTichter, I

raid trrdy.
My word strr.rk h!m HV a bulVf. II"

clench'! his f- - th untd th ciir i!r-p--

je-- in fsro from th -- ir. ; hi- - ft" pr w
rriras-on- . it rau.rls twiu hrd e n rub
sivejyanl his cht bear?! vent h a !'

t s trnjrjje for breth. Th:., wnili
gasping h buhl ht fac in tb
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"Arv v u 5 t:i.i.'
"Wry ur i 4 li t wU.it f that! He

whoui I 1 v" and tb prl fixed her
eyt-- full u:'U iri'.ne with . blink
ikt .4 trriuor "br wluau 1 UYc wuald
vaJuo it all u-- ) U i."

The ilcu-- l.-- TI;. n I little
knew inv.-M-lf- Uut the lufwrtnatiou JUs-- t

trivi fi wa-- s M:ihit r:t. and 1 i to m--

djylibt. 1 artmlly tt-I;e- for th lot
ten raiiiiu s 1 hd l'wrotteu the very n- -

iiituce ..f Uvii'.o Uh iho. 1 b;ul not evtn '

remtuilrt'd th httl h- k to my jride
at finding out b r duplicity had lot
rven lay ire at Tctn Jones' jerti lr. I

was d.-i:- ; a littb sum in mental arith-
metic, in which the White Mou;e was
the j jnviit i f ;in unknown jKwer of
farm, uw.iht buie toi;d wto-ihmd- .

Uut 1 could not rvs train ny dtire to
t:t.)i ut le.vt part f tho ttuth. She
w;u leani!i now ujjoii the mantel, htr
pale f(rein;vl rcitin upon her right
liAnd and ht-- r left haniftn curelesly by
her nide. I took that left hand ia my
own, not without a twinge of conscience.

"You and I have long ben friends," I
;iid. "Wo are sympathetic, perhaps,
w'it we hardly know each other well

enough yet to ppcak surely of certain
thinirs."

iiho withdrew her hand very gently.
"Why not?" hho uked.
"Docanbo it may be that is" (it was

horribly embarrain to explain) "aro
you very pure that you lovt a that you
know your own mind?"

"As sure as that I live!" She ppoko
earnestly and absently, but looked
fctraiKht into the fire and not at ni.

"And you do you thiuk that is you
have in your own mind you have reason
to trust that"-

"Had I not a certainty beyond trcst
beyond reason, ehe Lroke In "I had
been falw to my eex to speak to-nig-ht to
yon."

4
Wonderful power of love! Wonderful

confidence of passion!
But where in the deuce had I ever given

her one reason to believe I cared for her?
Once moro tho triple jury hold a liasty
set-Ho- over me; onco moro I was tri-
umphantly acquitted.

"Anna," I said very gently now
"perhaps your aunt would not forgive.
Would you be w illing to sacrifice every-
thing, to endure poverty even, for the
sake of your love?" Tho girl only looked
at me fur answer, but that strange smile
flickered onco more around her lips.
"An'l suppose you do another more than
justice suppose your loss of fortune
should cliango feelings you now be-

lieve"
"Never!" sho 6aid. "My lovo i3 too

secure for that."
"And would it override all obstacles?

Would it forgive a recent rivalry and the
lovo that is even now scarcely driven
from tho heart you would make your
own?"

Anna Helton, the White Mouse, turned
short upon me. Something in my words
transfigured her. She wa a very Py-- t
lioness, and her eyes flashed fire as she

drew her sler.d?r height up lefore me.
"Silence, sir!" she cried. "Perhaps I

cm rightly punishM for forgetting I was
still a maiden who should not speak.
When you spoke of money, you merely
injured me. To intimato the possibility
of a rival is insult! After all I have said
to you, after all you know.it is bitter
insult, which I will not listen to."

And the yiMiru person swept out of
tho rvm, utterly ignoring the hand I
stretch rnt to detain her.

I looked stupidly into th fire.
And ev n ns I gazed the face that roe

me was not Annas, but Bctti
Ulythe'i.
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j . th auj!-- fiirr, c:int trtumj h
o f r ru if i Ui lLr- - I.virt v . f S.ii ly- -

t- - r! K r u voii l I cn thi evu f
j cl isf iri ih-- i NVtJt ? M a-- i in my .rm-- ,

t Aua i.UckruKK iuy ul with tho j r- -

jiry thtt I cviuml bt--r that 1 uvr-- r bl
lovrt but bt-- r!

Tluiiik hav-fu- ! it only for a r'c-cn- J,

wL-i- t thj uunaturtil, th ffis'bifiil
want of iaAlrsty ctl rliX in my
ftlht. Much i.A I h:a iKsj il tho lll
brt'ore, I actually loathed Lt r now. Uut
to Lr bo? Thore wjw tho rub. I
appeal to H.uy youn lawyer who h.s
had iin htir mxXr love to hfm at mi

if it bu't a little awkward to ro--f

a6o hr?
4,Mi..Bt;!tont" I paid at last, looking

into the bre, "I inake cvt-r- y allowaaoo
vinr tri! for vour unusual r.xrit.'-nen- t

that has driven you to say things to
mo yt u may wih un&iid

I phall glory in theia
evfn more thun now!"

"To-morro- you may regret," I con-tince- d,

hetnlloM of the interruption,
"that ycu uiid them to me."

"You aro tha sole man on earth to
whom I would ever druuui of ppoakintf
so!" hh broke in luwtily; "to noono ele
could I be 60 immodest as to to"

IIt rf aho mellel into a perfect cataract
of tears. 1 don't like tears. They wwh
all the manhood out of me; they dissolve
ine aa if I were beet root sufnr. I bepan
at ence to rej,Tet tho accident that had
made the yountr woman care for me;
and, to try and be a little more gentle,
I put myself through a strict cross-examinati-

oa to whether I had ever given
her any cause to believe I cared for her,
any encouragement, any reason. Uci a
hastily impaneled jury of conscience,
habit and memory acquitted me nem.
con.

Then, panoplied in tho triple conscious-
ness of right, I turned once more upon
the yonnp woman before me.

"AliM Belton," I wid, with an arctic
frigidity in my tone, "you will permit
me to say that I am astonished and"

"Astonished! You!"
The invariable recurrence of that pro-

noun and the dreadful emphasis npon it
were beginning to wear my patience out.
I continued rather hastily;

"Astonished, surely; and I may say
pained at the a th? coufewion of what
I cannot but consider a passing a
caprice."

The White Mouse flashed round at me.
She seemed to expand and dilate in th?
flickering light, and her lips wero coin-pnre- d

till they teemed very white in the
reflection.

"May I remind you such a suspicion is
injurious to my modesty?" she said, cold-
ly; "but I know in my heart I will provo
to you by my whol future that my love
is a part of my being will end only with
my life!"

Did ever a modest mnn m?et fuch pT-nitenc-

I could not strike that gtrl and
crash her where she stood. Oh how I
longed for a man in hr place! for had
he tWn the Benicia Hoy I should have
pound?-- him then and there. Morally
certain that the white haired young crea-
ture wiu dyinr of lovo fur me, half per-

suaded that bho was going to marry m
th"n an! thern by fon whit could I
ay? I stared blankly nt her, while a

smile of wonderful s vveetu'M st.b round
h?r lips, a.-- she murmured, half to herself:

"Let tha world siy wliat it will; lo-- e

like mine puriti all. We will bo very,
rry happy."

Tender of hart, I lxan to pity th
yrung woman. Lab-rio- under a terri-
ble hAllucinatk-- abmt th future a sire
wa-i- , ther wrvi f.till wmthing almost
rublitnto In th faith sh hdd in the power
of b.T lore. Ib s;ell legan to work on
me. Rapidly I ran over my chanca for
the future if I fell into her view. I al-

most beran to warrr, though half uncon-snaI- y.

a. I said:
"Yon wonld be rriniri;: evryihmT.

Mr. (J(dd win's is itnrr.'-r.- ,

And-
-

' (f ! lwin'a f rinne! I hid rather lv
another with the cr-a- t u; n hi Krk i;n-pni- d

f r than tbU crpatur in an Tnp
or'1 red

Wj Won! sb pTUd in ,rn'-'- '

There f h it in her ej I cviM v.r. 'IL

Hut W,vr in th" w rld did b
kr,o-w- tht my co-- t r. t pi. l fcr?
Tb.4t it w w a did r- - t r,-- " it a nV
j- -t to dwU rn; r. 1 then it o '

ellr nner.tiT.t.U! Still th ri
and Tv'er, frith o -- hd rr

that it w v vary m-kl- I rfuml tot'r
rhanr. and then I ml- - np cbji-.- r

her to kr.e-- k dofn.
"Itnt in throwing rrr I

ai cvr jrut!y, "y-- n l- - r t r't'.- -

ho-- -
j.---- r y-;-

r o"tt f r'-- r"

' ifTOwn f .rt.ra f,v-ihn,r,'T- r

Wl a-- I do. or y.n "1 1 ea t- -t

riM ri-- i j r- -, trui f rd. Mr
frnn! Car yon tavuk rA '...;-- . !

pt, .cb. mrt tr-v- f'r -e n- -

rr!nt urk"!",t "va ! t. z'y

bi.4t t co '" 'nbt Try n :

T:'. ; "it t .'"n It w - ; 1

'1t It ""."'T'-it- . b(V i'.i
"it r)-..- y r --

. l r- -f ; ' a
b lA.r. - k - ; ad t'.;
;r"to"l . U ' l

e,' y r l 1 '"
, t f

-- d v if
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Tcu'll tnr r,t." Tot-- j vi.-rv-j-- ci

How lcnc- - I slept 1 l r.ov m t, but I

w. is lying only hlf r.walo nel wh-- n I

heard a very gentlv tap at lh d - r.
The i!i'X'!i had riw-n- , ;nd b' r ,Trc;;t

white dik sh :;e clear ocr th tre--.'- '.

throwing a broad liht into the ro"tn.
' Tom heard the tap and sprang up on th'

in.-ta-- Hy th monli.cjht I f ;w ti nt
h v;i dre-v-'-- l as when he fir-- tbrc."
him-l- f down, and cord 1 :; t have l- -- n
to As he ( i ned the do r pently:

"Sli h, dear To;n!" slid a s ft vo .

in thr hall. "Th u.o n i up, Mi l 1

h"rd Hh y take 1 1 i r si ib ov r the
snow t i :i miniite:--

"I'm all nidy, lU. t u ar; w on't !' a
mii; .it"."

"I oouHn't tni't tli' "rrn;t. tf
ccttrv. and fe.rii.g y,.n'd be to . . 1

th .'.i.rbt I'd rIl y i ms If." H Hi- -
S'.Vt l i d.

Gv 'lit beavrr.! what an 1 l,d
mvhd Hovrhal I m.'undi r'.o 1 t : ,at
j::ri! litre wa a bn b' el.v t u tb-- - xt-v-

f f a runaway waVtr.g b'r l oi
b- - r: elf, urdrg hat in b;-- - to .. '" .

geyirrallr N in; as i .! a- - a eu'-jt- n

br.
"Tl;at"a ri?ht." !; a! V I

"Anna's r.il inb. m 1 tb- - .' 1 b.lv
f. 1 - j hio' William T ?1; ! urry. d .r."

I a fri ti :i '," r- fr-'ly- . At
all r vi rtu. b" wa 1 brt an b r rta

in t e f.T,p.'!de That s ' I

rri re r,"r" 'abb'. ;w Trot;, vlioi t'ar f

fait rm L,;k"d of. It-i- b ov ,;,
). prn.ded that Ht'b- - milk ar- w;.t r

tbin.- - tobrnxe b-- r A:g':- - t'- - j r
jii fie at h;k h an 1 onr .'j d fi.r su-.:- t.
pur;-- e

I pnl.e 1 7'"'J' lf to if 1

rr allv sreli . Tb" wi ;n- t'
like 7j'r dr' wn. d I f-n- 1

varty r alt7 tbfet a r

birr rf j:',, :t tv. ,y.-r4- , rri ' f h i

my - tba b ' a'"4 t rr v n to
th' j.-'t.:t- . d -

a n fa); jj.'. d, n-f- " tbar; k., ' f.

nrbr;,r.!...f f h t r f An: h I ;t ' : r
" r "ot 'A h'rr r. ' ' - ' v i.t 1. jv i r

a fe-n- ,J d'rti r ' 1 t'N I v r; I- - t ike T"!' '
--

T w.-k- j t- - r'-- .l . : i I b " 1

I.: ytb" ftsi'i'l:? itt fn 'V- u
tu ct a t (.'hi,.i f - v-- r r "

t rn - ;tr r.i,r-r- i V..'
in tn f't Or-r- -n rr ' t'- or'',t .

a d ". b 1 f. t' r jnfKl' 1 t :

Whit M nw- . r' b -

P rrlly r"naj a. I wvat '.
o -- f ' 1 - t r. ' ' " i 3 i ' rT b n

r arr,' r, b'T i,f. ''- Ar 1 t
tb-- r r o in (;" t. v
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r'T, '""I','r;'T'.,'
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Wh.hi lo.'i:r for 'Itt'lftot imiM Iir4ciit w

jut drop in to out (.re and gl.nc over our etck of
Iinll and (ients' 31 ti ' li i ti t 1 1 n

They mt;e a vt ry iHetul present, and one
t b wc.il4 bo f r:atly apprreuited.

),,. f,irst ar'1 ho:r. a br l;n rf I C n f --

lr 'Ijk h.ch u-- r f,id t)f l' ? th Children.
If yti are th.r.k "4 of rnk n; yo ir Iioy a prrnt of
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' t trouu
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4rbl tb""r rv(1f j y ry t

rt x. k?' I it vt x: . ;f pt .; r. '

t.f :,v triir I'. Tc;. I f 1 owt fri'
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wbi hit rho fnir, bik at;d
tremblM lik an frn.

I Tra pv.ned. sbikfti. T rifht r f

"the t ars of 'men" is
twhifitr l"yn 1 e predion, and
I at a Pss to ftt-- mt.X frr th rrf-t- t

viol" ef Tidd'vn f TT)'i n.
I n t pntile--d I )rr f r

he ?tdl s."bV! and ho k with fh "k-t.-e.- s

c f a child.
I rtolkfl up an 1 tb rrfT.i a, 1

tnM to think more clrr;r. A fvr toll I

l.vl m Tnal ci m n V lwtt b.-b"- l

rf jd o tv and ofr .!)
TTi to to11rto h'-- tocaD: I T.' t ',t

t at Trv .
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rv t b ; b 1 '
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"vVv foi.I rf thf roiT.J r.nr It nil ri pht
i.o--i vv '

II 1 .rja: I 7.l tnpdir into n fir
I krv.-- r; t. ;t th hvlo of tb p-- t

it. hn'tiri r, th prrt
i't"dy. No to""-r- v fh rrfira t f
her pr-es'-

- takn cfT tiAn mr m;r 1 r
N-r.- fr--- a th Whit Mcn. I f

b'r vry t'o.
I;la.-ir,- r r I Vt cr- - tw rr4.

--id w:tfj tb-r- n tb rV ra r f my tb nrbU
"tt 1 -- T 1 oT; t, b'!.tT
t t tV f i 1 bx-arr- i m-'- rit4r
f.il. r, 1 i l.wrvly driven Try it t

"k my ui r r.--i.

As I .tc t o d - I ln f rr '- -
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